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July 21, 1916 1918 

fever weeds should present no great difficulty. In the remaining 
States the introduction of suitable legislation will be facilitated by 
the education of the public in the need of such laws not only from 
an agricultural but also from a sanitary and economic standpoint. 
Health is one of man's most valuable assets, and every person has 
a right to demand that his health shall not suffer on account of 
neglect on the part of his neighbor. If hay-fever weeds are allowed to 
grow on neglected premises, vacant lots, and uncultivated fields and to 
infect the air with noxious pollen, the sufferers are evidently entitled 
to relief. There will always be persons who respect their neighbors' 
rights in health as well as in other matters only when compelled by 
the majesty of the law. A thorough education of the public regard- 
ing the noxiousness of hay-fever weeds, reinforced by adequate 
legislation, should soon result in removing hay fever from among 
the list of common diseases. 



HEALTH INSURANCE RECEIVING ATTENTION. 

At the last meeting of the American Medical Association the 
house of delegates recommended that every constituent State asso- 
ciation be requested to establish a committee on social insurance to 
work in conjunction with the committee on social insurance of the 
American Medical Association. 

The American Academy of Medicine adopted a resolution author- 
izing the appointment of a committee to be known as the "social 
insurance committee," whose duty would be to make careful study 
of the problem of social insurance, especially those phases known 
as health insurance, industrial insurance, accident insurance, mothers' 
insurance, and insurance against nonemployment, and that this 
committee be requested to submit a preliminary report dealing with 
health insurance and its relation to physicians to the executive 
committee before December 1, 1916. 

The American Association of Industrial Physicians and Surgeons, 
organized in Detroit June 12, 1916, created a committee to study 
health insurance in its relation to the industrial physicians. 

The conference of State and Territorial health authorities with the 
United States Public Health Service has a standing committee on 
health insurance. The report of this committee, which was made 
in May, 1916, appears on page 1919. The committee is still at 
work on this subject. 



